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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 
University degrees 

2021 Habilitation to supervise doctoral research (HDR) in geography and urban 
planning at the University of Bourgogne Franche-Comté. HDR thesis title: 
"Planonomy. Searching for textual and visual regularities shaped by urban 
planning". Guarantor: Samuel Carpentier-Postel; Jury: L. Matthey (U. Geneva, 

CH, external reporter), Ph. Menerault (U. Lille, external reporter), P. Frankhauser 
(U. Franche-Comté, internal reporter), L.D. Hopkins (U. Illinois, USA), C. Gallez 
(U. Gustave Eiffel); V. Kaufmann (EPFL, CH)  

 

2012 
 

PhD in geography and urban planning at INSA Lyon. "Reconsidering habits in 
urban mobility practices. The case of resistance to policies’ injunctions to travel 
mode change in the Lyon metropolitan area". Thesis obtained with the mention 

"very honorable" and the congratulations of the jury unanimously. Under the 
direction of J.-M. Deleuil. Jury: V. Kaufmann (EPFL, CH), F. Beaucire (U. Paris 1), 
R. Barbier (U. Strasbourg), T. Thévenin (U. Bourgogne), O. Brette (INSA de Lyon)  

 

2007 
 

Engineering degree in Urban Systems Engineering, University of Technology of 
Compiègne (UTC) 
 

National and international scientific recognition 

□ Awards and distinctions 
 

since 
2023  

Junior Member of the Academic Institute of France (Institut Universitaire de 
France) 
 
 

2022 AESOP Best Published Paper Award recognising the best European research 
paper in urban planning (″When vagueness is a strategic resource for planning 
actors″ / Planning Theory) 
 

2019 Finalist of the APERAU Award for the best French-speaking scientific article in 
urban planning ("La textométrie pour révéler évolutions et oppositions dans les 
discours des politiques urbaines. The case of the French PDU (2000-2015)" / 
Flux) 
 

2009 ISoCaRP / Routledge Award. Award for the best young researcher paper at the 
International Society of City and Regional Planners (ISoCaRP) conference in 
Porto 

  

 

Thomas Buhler  
 

 
Director of the French Research Center in Humanities and Social 
Sciences in Prague (CEFRES) 
 
Born on February 8, 1984 
Professor of Urban Planning since 2024 
University Marie & Louis Pasteur / Laboratory ThéMA (UMR6049) 
Habilitation (HDR) since 2021 

thomas.buhler@cefres.cz 

 

©L. Laude/ER 
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Scientific coordination 

□ Coordination of research activities 
 

Director of the French Research Center in Humanities and Social Sciences in Prague 

(CEFRES) since 2026. 

Head of the "Territory, Actors, Mediation" team of the laboratory ThéMA (2022-26). The team 

comprises 18 active members including 10 teacher-researchers. Definition of the team’s 

scientific project for the period 2024-2028. Participation in the drafting of the laboratory’s 

evaluation document and of its scientific project for the period 2024-2028. 
 

Representative of the laboratory ThéMA at the Collegium " Sciences de la Nature, de 

l'Environnement et des Territoires " (SNET) of the University (2018-2021). Evaluation of 

proposals from laboratories and departments for the opening of new associate professor and 

professor positions; implementation of research indicators within the Collegium. 
 

□ Responsibility of research programs 

2016-

ongoing 

PI for the project “PLANNING DISCOURSE”. Systematic analysis of the 
discourses of urban plans through text and visuals) 

2018- 

ongoing 

PI for the projects "PaNaMo" and "PaNaMo2". Longitudinal survey on the daily 
mobility of French people, involving 2300 panelists (funding of the UBFC 
Graduate School) 

2018 – 

2022 

PI for the project "EOLE-BFC: trajectories of wind energy projects" (funding 
from the BFC Region) 

2014-

2016 

PI for the project "TELEM" ("Temps Long Energie Mobilité", funded by the 
Franche-Comté Region) 

□ Partner in research programs 

2020-

2022 

French National Research Agency (ANR) project "Vélotactique". From tactical 
urbanism to sustainable change: an international comparison of public cycling 
policies and practices in the context of a pandemic. Coordinator: N. Ortar 
(ENTPE) 

2016-

2018 

“CRENHOM" project: INTERREG fund / program France-Switzerland (V). 
Energy sobriety and tourism development. Coordinator: S. Genoud (HEIG-VD) 

Research supervision activities 

□ Co-supervision of Ph.D. theses (N=2) 

Marion Nativel (Ph.D. defense in 2023, co-directed with J.-C. Foltête / EOLE-BFC 

project). Subject: "Trajectory of wind-farm projects in Burgundy and Franche-Comté: 

projects between cancellation and acceptance. Landscape. Discourses. Stakeholders’ 

strategies". 

Julia-Pearl Aveline (Ph.D. defense in 2026 co-directed with S. Carpentier / PaNaMo2 

project) Subject: "Life course events and changes in daily mobility behaviors". 

Léo Magnin-Hoffbeck. Subject: “Planning cultures in Europe” (beginning in 2024; Ph.D 

defense expected in 2028) 

Mamadou Oury Diallo. Subject: “Strategic planning documents between discourse, 

regulatory transcription and material effects” (beginning in 2025; Ph.D defense 

expected in 2029) 
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Bahija Hani. Subject: Discursive strategies and territorial development in Fez, Morocco: 

a critical and textometric analysis of planning documents for the “emerging centres” 

areas (beginning in 2025; Ph.D defense expected in 2029) 
 

□ Member of thesis committees (N=3) 

Claudia Escobar (Université Grenoble - Alpes, 2018 - 2022). Subject: "Randomized 
controlled experiment targeting the levers and barriers to change towards a sustainable 
mode of transport". Direction by A. Chalabaev and S. Duché  

Saray Chavez (UTC, 2020 - ongoing). Subject: "Water as a lever of adaptation to 
climate change: towards realistic and regulatory compatible scenarios". Direction by N. 
Molines and K. Chancibault (UGE - Nantes) 

Julien Cottin (UBFC, 2020 - ongoing). Subject: "Residential choices and leisure 
mobilities". Direction by S. Carpentier-Postel and S. Youssoufi (UFC/ThéMA) 

□ Supervision of Master's theses (N=24) 

 

Peer-reviewed journal articles (selection) 

[A1] Buhler Thomas, Kalisky, Louis, Hoffbeck, Léo, Richeton, Annabel, Roblet, 

Morgane, Vuidel, Gilles, 2026, “The geography behind planning conformance: 
distribution of resources as the main factor of success in strategic planning”, 
European Planning Studies, 34(4), pp.805-823 
DOI : https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2025.2607060 

[A2] Adam, Matthieu, Sayagh David, Buhler Thomas, 2024, “Preaching to the 

converted? Socially unequal reception of a bike repair subsidy in France”, 
Transport Policy, 148 

DOI : https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2023.12.011 

[A3] Adam, Matthieu, Sayagh David, Buhler Thomas, 2023, “Changes in cycling 

practices in France during the Covid-19 pandemic. An illusory reduction in 
inequalities”, Journal of Transport & Health, 32 

DOI : https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jth.2023.101655 

[A4] Buhler Thomas, Comby Emeline, Vaudor Lise, von Pape Thilo, 2021, ‘Beyond 
‘good’ and ‘bad’ cyclists. On compensation effects between risk taking, safety 
equipment and secondary tasks’, Journal of Transport and Health 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jth.2021.101131 
 

[A5] Buhler Thomas, 2021, ‘When vagueness is a strategical resource for planning 
actors’, Planning Theory 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1473095221995861  
 

      → AESOP Best Published Paper Award (2022) winning paper 
 

[A6] Buhler Thomas, Stephenson Richard, 2021, ‘Is local planning really ‘local’? 
National planning context as a determining factor for local discourse’, Planning 
Theory and Practice, 22(2) 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/14649357.2021.1903070 
 

[A7] Buhler Thomas, Lethier Virginie, 2020, ‘Analysing urban policy discourses 

using textometry. An application to French urban transport plans (2000–2015)’, 
Urban Studies, 57(10), pp. 2181-2197 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098019873824 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2025.2607060
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tranpol.2023.12.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jth.2023.101655
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jth.2021.101131
https://doi.org/10.1177/1473095221995861
https://doi.org/10.1080/14649357.2021.1903070
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098019873824


4 
 

[A8] Buhler Thomas, Bendinelli Marion, Lethier Virginie, He Yuting, 2018, ‘La 

textométrie pour révéler évolutions et oppositions dans les discours des 
politiques urbaines. Le cas des PDU français (2000-2015)’, Flux, 3(113), pp.93-

110.  
DOI : https://doi.org/10.3917/flux1.113.0093 
 

      → Article nominated for the French-speaking scientific article award in urban    planning (2019) 
 

[A9] Buhler Thomas, Signoret Philippe, 2017, ‘Suivre les consommations 
énergétiques et les déplacements quotidiens sur le temps long’, Revue 
Internationale de Géomatique, Lavoisier, 27(1), pp.113-142.  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.3166/rig.2017.00018 
 

[A10] Brette Olivier, Buhler Thomas, Lazaric Nathalie, Maréchal Kévin, 2014, 
‘Reconsidering the nature and effects of habits in urban transportation behavior’, 
Journal of Institutional Economics, Cambridge University Press, 10(3), pp.399-

426.  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744137414000149 

Book 

[O1] Buhler Thomas, 2025, The Mobile Individual: Mobile Life, Longer‐term 

Approaches and Subjectivities, WILEY, 256 p. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/9781394423644 

 

[O2] 

 

Buhler Thomas, 2015, Déplacements urbains : sortir de l'orthodoxie, Presse 

polytechniques et universitaires romandes, pp.124, 2015 
 

Book chapters (selection) 

[C1] Buhler Thomas, Adam Matthieu, Ramdani Hakim, Jobard Pauline, 2023, “Press 

Discourse on Cycling Before, During, and After the First Covid-19 Lockdown in 

France. The Rise of the User-Group Voice”, in Ortar Nathalie & Rérat Patrick, 

Cycling Through the Pandemic, The Urban Book Series, Springer 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-45308-3_4 

[C2] Buhler Thomas, 2022, “Adult beginner cyclists in French cities. Characterizing 

their profiles and their bike-use persistence with a two-wave panel survey”, 

pp.129-149, in Ortar N. & Adam M., Becoming urban cyclist. From socialization 

to cultures. Chester University Press, 284 p. 

  

[C3] 

 

Buhler Thomas, 2020, « Habit as a better way to understand urban mobilities », 

in Jensen Ole B., Freudendal-Pedersen Malene, Lassen Claus, Kaufmann 

Vincent, Gøtzsche Lange Ida Sofie, Routledge Handbook for Urban Mobilities 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351058759-22 

 

[C4] Buhler Thomas, 2015, « Plaidoyer pour une prise en compte des habitudes 

dans la notion de motilité. Éclairages à partir des déplacements automobiles 

quotidiens », in Kaufmann Vincent, Ravalet Emmanuel, Dupuit Elodie, Motilité 

et mobilité : mode d'emploi, Editions Alphil - Presses universitaires Suisses, 

pp.119-135 

 

[C5] Buhler Thomas, 2015, « Réduction de la place de la voiture à Lyon : 

l'acceptation sociale ne fait pas tout », in Depraz Samuel, Cornec Ute, Grabski-

Kieron Ulrike, Acceptation sociale et développement des territoires, ENS 

éditions, pp.111-124 

https://doi.org/10.3917/flux1.113.0093
https://doi.org/10.3166/rig.2017.00018
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1744137414000149
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781394423644
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-45308-3_4
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351058759-22
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